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Abstract:

Since Courts acting in judicial capacity became subject to the data protection rules, (not only) EU case law started resembling an
alphabet soup, with nobody being able to carry out meaningful legal discourse about the law any more in the cacophony of AZs,
XCs, or ZZs. The demands for anonymisation and anonymity in judicial proceedings for physical persons became the rule rather
than the justified exception, certainly before the Court of Justice of the European Union. The research seminar will focus on two
issues. First, the positive law: what does the GDPR and the data protection legislation genuinely require of Courts when acting in
their judicial
capacity, i.e. when deciding cases and above all subsequently publishing them? Second, the broader, comparative and
philosophical implications of the newly emerging “right to an anonymous trial” for physical persons will be assessed: how does the
anonymisation drive alter the operation and above all the perception of justice?

About the Speaker:

Professor Michal Bobek is president of chamber at the Supreme Administrative Court of the Czech Republic. Previously, inter alia,
Advocate General at the Court of Justice. In autumn 2025 he is visiting professor at LUISS.
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