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MAKE I'T BETTER: RETHINKING SUSTAINABILITY
IN EU EXTERNAL RELATIONS LAW

Launch of the research project’s edited book ‘Make 1t better:
Rethinking sustainable development in EU

external relations law and practice’

12-13 February 2026 *

Aula D’Antona, Department of Law, University of Gampania “Luigi Vanvitelli”
Palazzo Melzi, Via Mazzocchi 68, Santa Maria Gapua Vetere

Friday, 13 February 2026 - 9.30 — 13.30

Welcome address and introduction - 9.30
Raffaele Picaro, Director of the Law Department,
University of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”

Cristina Contartese, University of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”

SESSION I —9.45-11.00

Sustarnability at a Juncture: EU and International Law in Conversation

Chair: Stefan Mayr
WU Vienna University of Economics and Business

Martina Migliucci
University of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”
Sustainability and intergenerational justice: Recent developments

Birgit Hollaus

WU Vienna University of Economics and Business

Environmental human rights and sustainable development: Contributions and
constraints at the intersection of legal orders

Tamas Molnar
EU Agency for Fundamental Rights, WU Vienna University

Tensions between the EU external action on sustainable development and international

law: A tale of competing (clashing?) constitutional objectives in the EU Treaties
Debate — Q&A Session

Coffee break — 11.00-11.20

SESSION II - 11.20-12.30
Normative Power Revisited? Designing the Next EU Model for the promotion of
sustainability

Chair: Giovanni Martini
University of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”

Jed Odermatt
City St George's, University of London
Rethinking the EU’s external sustainability toolbox

Celeste Pesce
University of Bari, Aldo Moro
Socio-sustainable protections in EIB investments between growth and critical issues

Debate — Q&A session

CONCLUDING SESSION —12.30-13.30

Ramses Wessel
University of Groningen
Concluding remarks

Luca Pantaleo
University of Cagliari
A farewell to the project “Make 1t better’

Light lunch - 13.30

To attend the Conference online, please click the following link: https://bit.ly/4sWhM97

For scientific queries, please contact Prof. Cristina Contartese (cristina.contartese@unicampania.it).

This event 1s organized with the support of AISDUE and is part of the activities of the Forum ‘La proiezione internazionale dell’UE’ (PIUE).

* On 12 February, the Conference will take place at the University of Naples, Federico II. Please contact Prof. Adriano Maffeo per scientific queries

(adriano.maffeo(@unina.it).
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