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CALL FOR PAPERS

THE SWEDISH NETWORK FOR EUROPEAN LEGAL STUDIES (SNELS)
AND STOCKHOLM UNIVERSITY ARE PROUD TO INVITE YOU TO A

DOCTORAL WORKSHOP ON
METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES IN
EUROPEAN LEGAL STUDIES

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN
21 October 2026

The Doctoral Workshop on Methodological Approaches in European
Legal Studies invites submissions from doctoral researchers working
on any aspect of European Union (EU) law who wish to present and
discuss their work and to receive feedback on the methodological
dimensions underpinning their research. The Workshop aims at
providing doctoral candidates with an open forum to share research
results, ongoing research projects, draft papers, and working papers,
with a particular focus on methodological challenges, innovations, and
reflections arising in researching EU law. The selected proposals will



be presented and discussed in a collegial setting, with feedback
provided by senior colleagues.

The Doctoral Workshop precedes and forms part of the conference Quo
vadis methodo? Reflections on the evolution of methodology in EU
legal studies, which will take place on 22-23 October 2026 in
Stockholm. The conference will bring together leading scholars to
reassess methodological approaches in EU legal studies at a moment of
democratic backsliding, institutional strain, and shifting global
dynamics. The conference responds to the need for renewed reflection
on how EU law is studied and understood, recognising that
methodological choices shape legal practice, legitimacy, and the
protection of rights across Europe. Its aim is to map the major
constitutional, institutional, and societal challenges facing the EU and
to explore how doctrinal, empirical, comparative, governance-oriented,
and interdisciplinary methods can better capture today’s complex legal
realities. By critically examining the responsibilities and
methodological accountability of EU legal scholars, the event seeks to
stimulate new research agendas, foster cross-disciplinary dialogue, and
deepen collective reflection on the future of EU legal studies. Separate
invitation for the conference to be circulated soon.

ELIGIBILITY

The workshop is open to researchers currently enrolled in a doctoral
programme and working on any aspect of EU law. We welcome
contributions addressing any methodological aspect of EU legal
research, including but not limited to doctrinal analysis, empirical legal
studies, interdisciplinary approaches, critical perspectives, comparative
methods, law and economics and institutional analysis. Submissions
may present completed research, preliminary findings, or work in
progress.

How TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL

An abstract of up to 500 words, outlining the research question,
methodology, and contribution together with a short bio (max. 150
words), including current institutional affiliation and stage of career
should be submitted by e-mail to Branka Marusic
branka.marusic@juridicum.su.se and Lorenzo Cecchetti
lorenzo.cecchetti@kuleuven.be with a copy to Adam

Bouganim adam.bouganim@juridicum.su.se by 1 July 2026 at the
latest.
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Confirmations of acceptance will be communicated by 15 July 2026.

IMPORTANT DATES

Deadline for abstract — 1 July 2026

Notification of accepted abstracts — 15 July 2026

Deadline for submission of draft paper (between 3000—4000 words) —

1 October 2026

CosT

Participation is free of charge (including the participation on the
conference). Participants are expected to cover their own travel and
accommodation costs. Limited financial support may be available for
participants facing difficulties, subject to SNELS’s decision on a
case-by-case basis.

CONTACT

Queries on the abstract and the Doctoral Workshop should be sent to
Alezini Loxa alezini.loxa@jur.lu.se and Branka Marusic at
branka.marusic@juridicum.su.se.

For any further questions regarding this invitation, please email the
network coordinator Adam Bouganim
adam.bouganim@juridicum.su.se.
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